

Weds, Dec 10, 2003

1. Read Gen 19:29-38.  What is the origin of the Ammonites?

2. To what does vs 1 refer?
3. Why were the Ammonites judged?  (See also Ezk 25:2-7, Amos 1:13-15, Zeph 2:8-11).
4. Why is Ammon called a “backsliding daughter”?


5. What is the origin of the Edomites?  (Gen 36:9)
6. What 2 examples are used in 49:9 to describe the extent of destruction?

7. Why were the Edomites to be judged so?  (See also Ezk 25:12-14, 35:1-15, & Obad 1-15).
8. The Jordan would overflow its banks during rainy season, driving lions and other wild 

    animals out of the surrounding woodlands and into the populace.  49:19 uses this 

    imagery to show God’s judgement.  What do we learn here about his judgement?


9. (a) Who formed a plan & scheme of attack? (vs 30)
    (b) Who was the true director of this? (vs 31)

10.  When did Jeremiah receive this oracle from God?

11. Given that Elam was known for strong armies, what illustrative pictures does God use 

      to show the destruction?

12.  How are Jer 49:39 & Acts 2:9 related?
Text: Jeremiah 49


Prophecies to Nations — Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Arabia, Elan


Ammon (49:1-6) occupied the territory northeast of Moab, beside Reuben & Gad.  Rabbah (vs 2) was the capital of Ammon (and is the site of present-day Amman, Jordan.)  Milcom (Molech) was their god, & his worship included children as burnt sacrifices.  It was the Ammonites with whom Ishmael had conspired to murder Gedeliah (Jer 40:14).  They fell to Babylon in 581 BC, 5 years after Jerusalem fell.  (Many of these ruins can still be seen outside Amman today.)  There were still Ammonites in the land of Canaan upon the return, and they harassed the Jews during Nehemiah’s rebuilding (Neh 4:7-8).


Edom (49:7-22) was located south of Moab, southeast of Judah, & south - southeast of the Dead Sea.  They had a long history of antagonizing the Israelites, including during the wilderness wandering (Num 20:14-21).  The prophets use Edom to symbolize what is proud, carnal, sensual, hateful of righteous, idolatrous.  (Obad, Amos 1:11-12, Ez 35, etc.) Edom had helped others attack Israel (Obad, Ez 35).  After the fall of Jerusalem, their remnant gradually migrated into Palestine, & became known as Idumaeans.  The Herods, including Herod the Great, were their descendants.


	Wording similar to Obadiah’s prophecy is used by Jeremiah. 


LOOK! There’s a 2nd page!


Damascus (49:23-27), located on an oasis, was the capital of Aram (Syria), north - northeast of Israel.  Syria had long been an enemy of Israel.  It had been captured by Assyria, but apparently regained independence with Assyria’s fall.   


Arabia (49:28-33): Kedar was a nomadic (Bedouin) tribe in the Arabian desert.  Their ancestry dates back to Ishmael (Gen 25:13).  They were prosperous sheep farmers & involved in trade.  They dwelt in both tents & villages.  Not much is known of Hazor (NOT the Hazor of northern Canaan), but it is thought to be a separate tribe living in the same general area.  Nebuchadnezzar surrounded and took the wealth of these tribes in 599 BC.   


Elam (49:34-39): The Elamites were descendants of Shem (Gen 10:22) and were an ancient kingdom.  Elam lay southeast of Babylon, & had very little contact with Israel over the years.  See Ezk 32:24-25 to learn a little more about this kingdom. 






