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1. Read Judges 13:1, I Sam 31:1-10.  What was the relationship between Philistia and Israel?

2.(a) When did the word come to Jeremiah regarding the Philistines?

   (b) From where would the attack come?
3. From 47:2-3 & 5, how is the attack described?  How encompassing is this?
4. From 47:4, 6-7, why will this occur?

5. Read Gen 19:29-38.  What is the origin of the Moabites?


6. Read Num 25:1-4, I Ki 11:1,7,33.  Was God’s concern with Moab the land disputes?
7. One of the several analogies to wine is in 48:11-12.  (a) What message is being stated?

  (b) What can we learn from this?

8. Each of the following verses describe things that God saw wrong with Moab that were part of 

    the reason for her destruction.  For each, in what ways can you or we today be guilty of this?
  (a) 48:7
  (b) 48:10 (Note: this may be instruction to the destroyers, but could also be related to Num 22-24)
  (c) 48:27 (compare to vs 39!)  (See also Zeph 2:8, Obad 1, 11)
  (d) 48:29-30 (see also Prov 6:16-17)
  (e) 48:42
9. Who will be the destroyer of Moab? (Hint, see 48:44)
10.  When did the restoration of 48:47 occur?  (Hint, see Isa 16:4-5)
Text: Jeremiah 47-48


Prophecies to Nations — Philistines, MOab


Philistines: This “sea people” apparently originated in Crete (Caphtor) and settled in the coastal region of western Palestine.  They were hostile, destroying cities as they came.  Philistia was made of 5 city-states (Ekron, Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath, I Sam 6:16-18.)  They were temporarily subdued by David, but during the divided kingdom were again assertive.  


Moab resided in the land southeast of the Salt Sea.  Israel did not take land from nor pass through Moab on their way into the promised land (Deut 2:8-9, Judges 11:14-18). Knowing what Israel had been doing to other nations, Moab had sought to have Balaam curse Israel as they approached to enter the promised land (Num 22-24).  However, Balaam spoke a blessing from God, & ended with a prophecy against Moab.  They were often at war after Israel entered the promised land, often over territory.  Many of the cities of Moab mentioned in this chapter had been claimed by Reuben & Gad at one time.  Moab had been conquered by Assyria during her world reign, but regained independence when Assyria collapsed.  In 581 BC Babylon conquered Moab (Josephus).


	Moab prided itself in its vineyards (see Jer 48:32-33).  This oracle intersperses laments for the towns of Moab with analogies to wine & vineyards in order to display the punishment and desolation to come.  Apparently there is a fair amount of wordplay in Hebrew with the cities listed & what will happen to them.





