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Text: Dan 10 - 12 
 

The following is provided as additional information to the student who wishes to dig into the 
historical details more deeply than we can cover in class.  See also the handout (question 
sheet) for this class. 
 
Persia  Secular history tells us the following 
about the Kings of Persia.  Cyrus altered the 
typical policy of deporting prisoners to 
foreign lands, and allowed them to continue 
in their own ways of worship.  It was Cyrus 
that allowed the Jews to return to rebuild 
Jerusalem (539 BC, See Isa. 45:1, Ezra 1:1-
4.)  Following Cyrus, Cambyses his son 
ruled (530-522 BC.)  He was followed by 
Smerdis (522-521),who claimed to be the 
brother that Cambyses thought he had 
killed.  Darius I Hystaspis then defeated 
Smerdis, ruling from 521-486.  The empire 
grew further under his rule, he created a 
network of 

roads that connected the empire.  Battles 
with the Greeks began during the reign of 
Darius (this is NOT Darius the Mede!) He 
was followed by his son Xerxes (486-465 
BC), also known as Ahasuerus in the book 
of Esther (Esth 1:3-4.)  Xerxes is known to 
have been wealthy, powerful, and is known 
in history for failed invasions of Greece 
during the 480's BC.  He was followed by 
several ineffective  kings: his son Artaxerxes 
I, Darius II Nothus, Artaxerxes II Mnemom, 
Artaxerxes II Ochus, Artaxerxes III, Arses, 
and Darius III Codommanus.  Throughout 
these times feuding with the Greeks 
continued. 

 
Greece   Philip II of Macedon took power 
of the Grecian nation in 359 BC, the same 
year that Artaxerxes II Ochus was crowned 
in Persia.  He defeated a town that produced 
gold — Amphipolis — and changed its name 
to Philippi that same year.  His son 
Alexander III — now known as Alexander 
the Great — was born in 356.  By the age of 
16 Alexander was leading his own divisions 
in battle.  Philip was assassinated at his 
daughter’s wedding, less than one year after 
he divorced Alexander’s mother Olympia 
and estranged Alexander.  Alexander 
claimed rulership, and set out to free the 
Greeks from the long-time oppression of 
Persia in 334.  He came rapidly, conquering 
the coast of Persia and Palestine.  After 
going into Egypt, he defeated Darius II 
Codommanus in 331.  He then went on to 
India before returning.  After his return he 
died reportedly of a fever and / or excessive  

drinking in 323 BC, at the age of 33. 
     There was fighting internally to divide the 
kingdom.  Alexander’s wife and son were 
killed in 311 by Cassander, assuring that his 
heir would not obtain the throne.  Through 
the battles, the kingdom was by this time 
divided into 4 segments.   (1) Seleucus I 
founded the Seleucid empire (Syrian).  He 
had been a general for Ptolemy I in Egypt.  
(2) Cassander (son of one of Alexander’s 
generals) took Macedonia and Greece. (3)  
Lysimachus controlled Thracia, Bithynia, 
and Asia Minor.  (4) Ptolemy I ruled Egypt.  
Seleucus then conquered Asia Minor, and in 
280 killed Lysimachus to take his portion of 
the kingdom.  Cassander also fades from 
view, and the remainder of the battles are 
between the Seleucid kingdom (North) and 
the Ptolemies (South).  It is with this 
background that Daniel 11:5 begins. 
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Ø If you would like deeper explanation, see Appendix	IV	of	the	Harkrider	commentary	on	

Revelation	from	Truth	Commentaries	pages	389-399.		(It’s	available	to	TP	members	free	
through	the	Resource	Room	on	our	website,	members	section!)	

Ø If	you	would	like	a	detailed	look	at	the	historical	details,	see	the	Daniel	H	King	commentary	on	
Daniel	from	Truth	Commentaries	(also	available	free	to	members).			

 
 

Antichus IV Epiphanes    There is a disproportionate amount of information 
given in our text regarding this king, as compared to all the others listed throughout this 
prophecy.  This is because of the enormous impact he had on the Jews. 
    Antiochus took the throne by slaying Heliodorus.  He was aided by kings from Asia 
Minor, Eumenes and Attalus, whom he had won over by flattery.  Recall that his sister, 
Cleopatra, is Queen Mother in Egypt to young Ptolemy VI Philometer.   
    Antiochus Ephiphanes tried to Hellenize (make Greek) the Jews.  He went into the 
Holy of Holies of the Temple.  He erected shrines to Zeus and persecuted the Jews 
severely.   
   When his sister Cleopatra died, he invaded Egypt.  He entered one rich Egyptian city 
after another and made the people think he was bringing them peace and security, when 
in reality he was taking over; by 170 BC he had made Ptolemy VI his vassal.  Ptolemy 
attacked, but could not win.  Peace negotiations failed due to dishonesty.   
    Ptolemy VI then appealed to Rome (who had in interest in Egypt due to supplies sold 
to Rome), who sent Popillius Laenus to Egypt, where Antiochus met him in 168 BC.  
Laenus ordered Antiochus to leave Egypt, and Antiochus replied that he would consider 
it.  Laenus drew a circle around him in the sand, and demanded that he decide before he 
left the circle.  Antiochus sullenly consented and returned to Syria, but took his anger out 
on the Jews.  He reportedly sacrificed a pig on the altar of the temple, poured the broth 
throughout the temple, placed an idol of Zeus within the temple, and made it punishable 
by death to follow the Law of Moses; women who had their male children circumcised 
were slaughtered.  Anyone found practicing Judaism in any way was killed, often in a 
grotesque public spectacle.  In 168-167 BC Mattathias led the Maccabean Jews in a 
revolt.  Antiochus desecrated the Temple in 167 BC, and it remained so until 164 BC 
when it was cleansed by Judas.  Antiochus reportedly died of a horrible disease in 163 
BC. 
 


